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There are no working drawings or blueprints available for any of the designs 


presented in this book. 


Many of the plans and sketches have been prepared for a personal clientele 
and their permission to print them is greatly appreciated by the author. 


All the plans and sketches presented in this book are the work of the author. 
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All the past we leave behind, We debouch upon a newer, mightier world, varied world, 
Fresh and strong the world we seize, the world of labor and the march, Pioneers! O pioneers! 


WALT WHITMAN 





Pioneers! O pioneers! 


So sang Walt Whitman, America’s immortal, as he exulted in the unconquerable spirit of his people. That 
spirit still exists today as a great nation binds its wounds and turns to the pursuits of peace. The genius of America 
again asserts itself in its indomitable desire to progress. Our heritage of hardiness and of discontent with things that 
are not quite good enough makes itself manifest. We forge ahead with the plans that will make tomorrow better 
than today. We seek a life full of better things for ourselves, our children and our nation. We seek a fuller, richer 
life in the light of the material progress of our age. 


FOREWORD 


We Americans are justly proud of our inheritance. Each of us is here because 
somewhere, sometime, someone wanted something better than he had previously 
known. We are eager to blaze new trails. Today, that eagerness is nowhere better 
expressed than in our consuming interest in contemporary design as applied to housing. 


It is the purpose of this book to clarify the objective and the methods of present 
day home architecture. To do so we shall attempt to interpret the technical in the 
language of the layman. We shall explain some of the ‘magic words’, those strange 
new terms that have come to be applied to recent departures and developments, in 
order that their meanings may be clearly grasped and the principles they follow may 
be thoroughly understood. 


Fundamentally, the theory behind the work of the contemporary designer is in 
no sense mysterious. Rather it is characterized by a straightforward approach to a 
problem. In architecture the problem is to create a home that will serve its owner. We 
are surrounded by a wealth of new material which is an inspiration and a challenge. 
And so the designer moves forward discarding the anachronistic and applying the 
progressive. He uses his skilled and specialized knowledge to create a home that 
provides the greatest amount of convenience in living. 
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DESIGN TODAY 


If new home construction is to be different, wherein will the difference lie? In an endeavor 
to lay a firm foundation of understanding it is necessary to go back to fundamentals. We have 
learned so much about health in recent years, and we have so increased our scientific knowledge, 
that the contemporary house is in many ways a reflection of our advances. We have learned to 
love sunshine and appreciate its benefits. We have found better ways to heat houses. It has been 
proved that in working with nature, and not against her, we can live more comfortably, more 
efficiently, and more economically. 


A home must be comfortable and convenient, and it must also be a gracious and charming 
expression of personal taste. All good design adheres to basic laws. Simplicity is always desir- 
able, and useless ornament should be avoided. There must be a nice balance between wall 
areas and structural openings. Material should be used with understanding as to its nature and 
function. Good judgment is necessary in the distribution of color and texture. Finally, the land- 
scaping should complete and enhance the whole effect. 


Some people find themselves the happiest in a home of period atmosphere. Today the 
classic simplicity of American Colonial style is very popular. With discernment, such feeling 
can be pleasantly adapted to a mechanically efficient house. The results are varied and cha.m- 
ing. However, strictly speaking, every well designed house is really an expression of our own 
time. The utilization of new developments makes it imperative that the principles of construc- 
tion be altered. Hence no house should be a copy of an old one, even though it may be remi- 
niscent in style. 


We are now in a transitional period in design, and as the limitless possibilities of the con- 
temporary style become manifest, more and more people are demanding advanced styling as 
well as advanced construction. When well conceived and well executed, the style of our own 
day lends itself to effects of astonishing beauty. Today we work with great freedom based upon 
sound principle. Stress is laid upon honesty of form and function. The results are sometimes 
unfamiliar, but that person who has the daring and the imagination to accept the new, will be 
well rewarded. 


In our own work we enthusiastically promote any practical new development. But because a 
thing is new does not always mean that it is better. For instance we seldom find it expedient to 
use the flat roof. We feel that in most cases the pitched roof has a more interesting line. It offers 
better protection and is best suited to withstand the rigors of a northerly climate. In addition 
the interior way may be used for storage space. We maintain that it is only sensible to use the 
best solution to a problem no matter when or where it originated. 
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SELECTING A SITE 


Care in selecting a location for a house is important at any time. There are certain added requirements if the house 
is to be of solar design. In the completed project the house and lot will be inseparable units of a whole. How neces- 
sary then that they complement each other perfectly. A house should so harmonize with its environment that it 
appears to be integrated with the landscape. And the background should enhance the beauty of the house. In other 
words, both house and lot should possess qualities that will ‘‘marry well”. 


In planning a solar house, new and interesting requirements are demanded in a site. Such houses have a char- 
acteristic bank of windows to the south. Consequently, the view in that direction should be a good one. It involves 
some expense to create artificially a pleasing vista if the natural one is poor. Contemporary design is so flexible 
from its very nature that it adapts beautifully to unusual locations. Handsome effects may be obtained by departing 
from the conventional to take advantage of the oddities of a particular terrain. 
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In selecting a site thought should be taken as to what one can afford, both in initial expenditure and in up-keep. 
It is generally stated that ten to twenty per cent of the total investment should be put into the land. But conditions 
vary in every case, and no hard and fast rule can be laid down. In order to secure the investment the surrounding 
houses should be of equal or greater value. 


Other practical factors should be considered such as the proximity of stores, schools and churches. Transportea- 
tion should be available and adequate. One should provide for the cultural and recreational interests of the family. 
Proper measures should be taken against the hazard of fire. And as most solar orientated homes will be in the country, 
it is certain that many will be beyond the reach of city water mains and sewage systems. The houses then should be 
of fire-proof construction, and the land must be surveyed for the location of the well and septic tank. 
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ARE BASEMENTS NECESSARY 


When a house is situated beyond the reach of public sewage systems, the problem of adequate 
drainage sometimes arises. This is especially true if the land is flat and natural drainage is difficult. A 
situation of this kind brings the controversial question of basements into focus. One cannot say that a 
basement is never necessary. There are cases where a basement is the logical solution to a problem. But, 
unless there is.good and sufficient reason for building in that manner, the manifold disadvantages con- 
nected with a basement would seem to outweigh any apparent advantages. 


Proper planning insures that any of the functions connected with a basement may be taken care of 
more efficiently on the first floor of a house. Anyone can see that basements are inconvenient places to 
do laundry work. They are often musty and dreary and sometimes downright unhealthy. Basement stairs 
make work, as anybody who has carried heavy baskets of wet clothes up them will testify. What woman 
wouldn't be glad to be rid of this back-breaking chore? 


A modern ground floor laundry is cheerful and efficient. She who has been wont to give her occu- 
pation as “housewife” now becomes a household engineer. She assumes her proper dignity as she com- 
petently operates her gleaming machines. Work becomes easier and drudgery slinks away. Mrs House- 
wife is able to enjoy a richer life. She has more time to enjoy her home and to be the companion of her 


husband and her children. 


Today cleaner, smaller, more efficient heating units are the rule. It is no longer necessary to house 
them in the basement. The advent of deep-freeze refrigerators and scientific cold storage rooms makes 
the old ‘‘fruit-cellar’’ somewhat ridiculous. Many people have put money into basement “recreation” 
rooms only to find that they are not much used. Activity rooms are very successful when located on the 
ground floor. 


As we have said, all of these things can be better provided on the main floor of a house. When 
this is done the apparent size of the house increases because all of the investment becomes visible. The 
structure is likely to assume rather imposing proportions. This is especially true if the garage is attached. 
The result is a low, rambling type of home that is particularly suited to a flat country site. 


We have indicated that to dig a basement under adverse conditions is to invite trouble. In addition 
to overcoming difficulties in drainage, there is the problem of climatic humidity. In climates where high 
humidity prevails, the annoyance of dampness in basements is very common. The usefulness of the area 
as storage space is impaired, as metal, leather, wood, and fabric are badly affected by moisture. If the 
condition is serious the only real remedy lies in the installation of expensive dehumidifying equip- 
ment. It appears foolish to deliberately court risks of this nature if it is possible to eliminate a basement 
from your plan. 
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few basements are finished 
when a new home is occu- 
pied. This offers an oppor- 
tunity for the owner to carry 
out a long range ‘program of 
expenditure for additional 
rooms in the basement. 
Where drainage and humid- 
ity conditions permit, the 
basement can be made a 
useful part of living. 
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To be successful, basementless houses must be 
designed to accommodate all the functions for- 
merly assigned to a basement. Utilities, storage 
space, play areas and hobbies are all important 
to our living and require careful planning. 


When these areas are well located and com- 
bined with the other living areas needed, a very 
successful solution to a new home is well on its 
way. 


Unfinished basement space is generally con- 
ceded to be inexpensive. Because it is not as 
convenient to use and where costs are a factor, 
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MORE FOR YOUR MONEY 





























This plan has poor circulation of traffic. The 
living and dining rooms are little more than 
halls. Compare with the plan below. 



































The arrangement of this plan provides good 


circulation of traffic. Here all rooms are acces~ 
sible from the halls with no cross-room move~ 


ment. 








The purchase of a home is usually the largest single investment of a lifetime. Most people have a 
burning ambition to own a home of their own. No sacrifice is too much if they may realize their dreams. 
The result of years of work will be invested. More often than not, the expectations of the future will 
be involved. 


It would seem reasonable that the greatest caution would be used in making an investment of such 
proportions. In actual fact, however, due caution is not exercised. Purchases are made without suffi- 
cient thought. As a result, many people find themselves burdened with homes they dislike. 


In buying a home every dollar should count. The way to accomplish this is to plan. Think about 
what you need and want in'a house. Then take the problem to an expert. One of the best ways to 
avoid mistakes is to consult an architect, a designer, or qualified builder. They can help you get the 
most for your money. 


Under the skilled guidance of a professional designer your home has every chance of surpassing 
your fondest hope. Your investment will be safeguarded. You will become the owner of a charming 
and efficient house that will afford continuing pleasure. You will experience the joy of convenient 
living. 


When you come to discuss your plans with a professional advisor you should make clear your 
desires, and you should be candid about the amount you intend to spend. Some compromise may be 
necessary as your budget is fitted to your needs. But it is important to know that the answer need not 
be sacrifice. It is more than probable that all your requirements can be taken care of by a clever use 
of device. 


The method most commonly employed is to combine living areas. This telescoping of rooms is 
is most interesting and most practical. The combined living and dining area is very familiar. We are 
becoming acquainted with the kitchen and laundry combination. The uses that an activity room may 
possess seem to be limitless. A library may be equipped to serve as a guest room. This eliminates the 
necessity of building and maintaining a room that is seldom used. 


In the new houses there is a remarkable sense of spaciousness. This effect is deliberately arrived 
at. Many elements join to create the feeling of space. It may be seen that increased size results from 
combined living areas. The windows contribute an amazing sense of distance. Walls have a tendency 
to be smooth and unbroken. Furniture units are often built-in, becoming integral parts of the wall areas. 


Partitions are often semi-permanent. They fold or slide out of sight when not in use. They may 
be of some translucent material that tends to make a room boundary less definite. New materials and 
new ideas constantly add to their interest. How different is the final effect of space, light, and air 
from the series of small inadequate cubicles that were typical of yesterday's less expensive houses. 
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WINDOWS AND VENTILATION 


No small panes to wash with this fixed double-glass window 
with hinged open grille. 





The ordinary window is a relic of the past, and it has shown little change for centu- 
ries. Originally, for a variety of reasons, it was expedient to adhere to rather small open- 
ings. Engineering skill in building was limited, and it was a difficult matter to heat a 
house. Today conditions are quite different. It is no longer necessary to construct win- 
dows that are mere slits. Indeed, it is absurd to do so. There has been a general tend- 
ency in the past few years to make windows larger and to arrange them in logical 
groupings. We have all become familiar with the beautiful picture windows. We know 
how they take advantage of lovely views and how they flood our rooms with sunshine. 
We are acquainted too, with windows that turn corners. Fenestration such as this is 
sensible, because light and air is admitted much more capably than with the old-fash- 
ioned casement or double-hung types of windows. 


However, the trend is away from windows that open or close. More often now, 
the sealed double panes are fixed in place. Windows of this type are frequently equip- 
ped with louvres for the purposes of ventilation. We have developed a window of this 
kind that is practical and economical. The frame is of insulated aluminum; a metal that is 
at once light and durable. A narrow louvre—actually less than six inches in depth— 
may be set across either the top or the bottom of the window. This ventilating panel is 
different from any other development of its type. It can be closed tightly, after the 
manner of a refrigerator door, and completely seal the opening against draft. When 
open, the screened horizontal louvre panels temper the flow of air to the ideal desired. 
The unit may be styled to conform to any type of architecture. 


Windows today, are not so likely to be broken up by division as were those of the 
past. Clear panes of glass render views more clearly and are easier to clean. They are 
often insulated as effectively as wall areas. Insulated windows are double glazed: They 





The new insulated aluminum window—exterior view. 


The same window—interior view. See description above. 


are constructed to two sheets of glass with a sealed dry air space between. They are 
thoroughly sealed against the weather. Under certain climatic conditions the sealing of 
all windows is essential, since the new house has many more windows than we have 
formerly considered in planning. Even though this may be more expensive in the 
beginning, it will prove cheaper in the end. We overcome a large heat loss by eliminat- 
ing the crack around window openings. We eliminate, also, the expense and bother of 
screens and storm sash. 


If a house is completely sealed, how and where do we get fresh air? The answer 
is that we ventilate a sealed house by mechanical means. This may be achieved by the 
installation of fan units in various sections of the house, such as the bathrooms, the 
kitchen, or the attic. We are actually engineering the new house so that pure air will be 
provided by means of a single fan unit. When this is done there is no need to install 
fan units in several locations in the house. The fresh air admitted by the single fan will 
be conditioned and, if necessary, warmed enough to make a house comfortable in 
moderately cold weather. 


The term ‘‘air-conditioned’’ has been loosely applied to many systems in the past 
few years. Generally, it is understood to mean the control of air temperature, humidity, 
circulation, and purity. The new electronic air filter makes it possible to collect pollen, 
smoke, and dust particles out of the air by attraction. This, together with many other 
engineering accomplishments, will make really conditioned air a fact. Pure, condi- 
tioned air in our homes will be a great boon to health and will have many other advan- 
tages too. The original beauty of decorative effects will be longer retained. There will 
be little need for harsh cleaning methods, which, more than anything else, destroy the 
life of rugs, draperies, and upholstery. Proper humidity is beneficial to human well- 
being and to the preservation of furnishings. 


If a house is of true solar design the magnificent solar 
windows emerges as a definite part of our own scheme of 
living. These large expanses of glass have a spectacular 
beauty that is excuse enough for their existence. Through 
them rooms gain in brightness and in spaciousness. The 
living beauty of the out-doors acts as an ever-changing 
picture in our rooms. But most important, the solar window 
is an integral part of the heating system of a solar orientated 
house. It is a wall of glass that acts as a conductor for the 
heat of the sun. It should contribute 5% to 50% of the heat 
of a house on an overcast winter day. More may be ex- 
pected of it on a sunny winter day. 








The picture window with side ventilating units is ever popular. 


Glass areas like these must be well planned and protected. 
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SOLAR ORIENTATION 





Does the term ‘‘solar orientation’ mystify you? It need not. It 
means that we take advantage of the relative position of the sun to 
gain the most of its life-giving benefits. To do this, we place the 
house in such a way that the main living areas face toward the south, 
strictly according to compass direction. Rooms in which we desire the 
cheerful morning sun are placed toward the southeast. Those in which 
we wish the afternoon sun, we place to the southwest. Service areas are 
located to the northern side of the house which acts as a natural buffer 
in the winter. 


This is the basis, but immediately a multitude of other com- 
ponents enter in. It will be apparent as we progress, that supreme skill 
is necessary for the successful execution of a plan for a solar orien- 
tated house. The first characteristic is that large areas of window glass 
are used on the southern exposure. But a solar house is not a ‘‘glass 
house”’, and it is possible that the unskilled planner may make serious 
mistakes. Incorrect use of large glass areas may result in excessive heat 
losses, glare, and lack of protection from the summer sun. In solar 
orientation there are so many features to be correlated that results 
may be ruinous in the hands of an amateur. 


What then are the measures taken that the completed plan may 
be successful? First of all it is necessary to have an exact knowledge of 
the angles of sunlight for each hour of each day of the year for the 
latitude involved. It is then necessary to work out a formula whereby 
the house may be properly shaded through the gradual changes of the 
warmer seasons. And it follows that the formula must be equally 
effective in the winter when it is imperative that the full power of the 
sun be utilized. The importance of this precise calculation cannot be 
stressed too much. On it depends the success of the whole project. 


Solar mechanics are quite simple. Everyone knows that the sun is 
higher in summer than in winter. This variation occurs because the 
earth is tilted on its axis as it swings through its path in space. We are 
in a constantly changing relationship to the sun throughout the year. 
It is possible to calculate all the angles of sunlight during this annual 
cycle. It is the application of this knowledge that gives us a solar 
design. 


We have spoken of the use of large areas of glass in solar orientation. The 
main purpose of this development is to obtain warmth from the infra-red rays of 
the sun during the winter. However, these same heat rays are objectionable in 
the summer and must be excluded. It becomes obvious that there must be a method 
of control. To do this we put a sun-visor on the house. 


What is a “sun-visor'’? Well, what we call a ‘‘sun-visor’’ is a horizontal 
projection of a scientific depth that shades the windows from the heat of the 
summer sun and yet does not interfere with the rays of the winter sun. That is, 
when the sun is high in the heavens its rays strike the top of the sun-visor and are 
deflected. But in the winter the sun is lower in the sky. Its rays are more nearly 
horizontal, and they peek underneath the edge of the projection and strike the 
window glass with full intensity. 








$0 re peredtin +—— : ese ~ 
ccownesenpenanes einen ari ialisniiigine renanneinese 


These are the two extremes. Conditions are never static. The continual = cai Sette 
variation in the position of the sun must be taken into account. The correct amount a 
of protection must be provided during each day and for all the gradual seasonal 
changes. So we deliberately develop a scheme of landscaping to supplement 
the sun-visor. This means that we place each bush, each tree, each trellis with . 
purpose. It means that a particular species of plant is chosen for a particular spot. 

It means that the position and distance of every item is considered and that the 
exact date of budding for each is anticipated. 


The net result is that starting with sparse shade in the early spring, full density 
of shadow is reached at the height of summer, and with the loss of foliage in the 
fall the windows of the house are bare to the winter sun once more. Not only 
growing things are used to block unwanted sun rays. It may be necessary at times 
to use some structure. Thus a wall or trellis may be not only ornamental but 
utilitarian as well. But whatever type of object is used it is a means to an end. 
And that end is the successful function of the design. 


It is too much to expect to have a solar protective planting scheme in full 
operation the moment one moves into a new house. It takes about five years for 
functional development to take place. Most people enjoy gardening on their 
own property. Growing things for beauty is always a pleasure, and the idea of 
raising trees and shrubs for a scientific purpose only adds to the interest. Some 
people are fortunate enough to possess a naturally wooded site. Then the house 
is located with reference to the existing natural growth and the only problem 
is that of pruning. 
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Summer and winter extremities in the path of the sun— 
vicinity of Detroit, Michigan. 
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ANGLES OF SUNLIGHT 


Summer and winter hours and angles of sunlight in a plan 
diagram. 
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ALTITUDE DIAGRAM 





The altitude diagram tells the angles and hours of height 
above the horizon. 


This is a ‘Solar Rule’: A fascinating instrument which 
we have developed to calculate the angles of the sun 
with absolute exactness. When a house is properly 
designed for solar heat gains it is necessary to know the 
precise angle of the sun in relation to the solar windows 
at all times. The “Solar Rule” gives a visual picture of the 
movement of the sun and indicates its exact position at 
any given time. By means of this wonderful instrument we 
are able to ascertain the position of the sun tor each hour 
of each day in the year from any point in the globe. 











The wave length of the sun heat ray changes upon striking 
an obiect within the room. 


A double-glazed solar window is a trap that seizes the 
heat (infra-red) rays of the sun and prevents them from 
escaping. An infra-red ray travelling on a powerful 
short wave length hits the glass with force and penetrates 
it. The ray strikes objects within the room and warms 
them—losing strength in the process. It finds itselt moving 
on an easy long wave length that hits each surface with 
less vigor; it no longer possesses the strength to penetrate 
the double-glazed windows. Its warmth is spent within 
the house. 


Nothing can surpass the beauty of solar windows. 
Through them the beauty of all out-doors enters our 
homes. They flood our rooms with cheerful tempered 
light. In winter they allow the gentle warmth of the sun 
to enter our rooms. Our sense of well-being is immeas- 
urably increased. It is important that no terrace should be 
constructed beneath these windows. Reflected rays might 
prove to be a serious annoyance in summer. 
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Reflected sun rays from a ferrace might be serious. 





Cheerful living at its best. 
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RADIANT HEAT 


82° WARM WALL 


65° COLD WALL 
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The man in the diagram at the left is uncomfortable because 
of excessive losses of heat from his body to the cold wal! and 
floor surfaces. 


The man in the right hand diagram is very comfortable 


because the radiant wall and floor surfaces are maintaining 
an equilibrium with his skin or surface temperature. 







Radiant heating 
systems, either hot 
water or hof air, 
make use of large sur- 
face areas to radiate 
and reradiate heat. 
The result is an even 
“gentle warmth.” 


REFLECTED RADIANT 
RAYS FROM CEILING 





RADIANT HEAT Rays 
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The more familiar 
convection heating 
systems produce warm 
air currents. Unless 
this system is well de- 
signed the result is 
uneven room temper- 
atures and cold floors 
with hot ceilings. 
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Radiant heating has aroused widespread interest, and many people would like to know 
more about its principles and how they are applied. In order that radiant heating may be 
made clear, we shall proceed from a basis of the familiar, which is convection heating. Ordi- 
nary hot water, hot air, or steam systems, with their registers or radiators, are all forms of con- 
vection heating. The two systems, radiant and convection heating, are similar to an extent. 
The basic mechanical equipment is the same: Both use furnaces, boilers, and controls. The 
principles of heat conversion are the same. Both systems employ the same heating media; 
air, water, steam or electricity. 


Here the similarity ends. Convection heat warms the air mass by means of currents of 
warm air. The source may be a hot air register, or the air may be warmed by contact with the 
surface of a hot radiator. In a radiant heating system there are no registers or radiators. Instead 
the floors, the walls, the ceilings may radiate or re-radiate heat. Technically, there are various 
methods that may be used to effect this radiation. Surface areas are warmed by means of e 
series of hot air ducts or hot water coils, which are encased in the construction. When large 
surface areas are used to radiate heat in this way, the whole room glows with the gentle 
warmth of a bright spring day. The result is a temperate atomosphere that is ideal for human 
comfort. 


In order to understand the action of radiant heat we must realize that man himself is a 
producer of heat and energy. The amount of heat produced varies widely with activity and 
age. But the temperature of 8 normal individual is maintained at 98.6°F. by a wonderful 
system of checks and balances called metabolism. This equilibrium is constant, despite 
activity, age, or outside influences. Excess body heat is dissipated largely by way of the skin. 
The surface of the skin continuously diffuses heat, which is readily absorbed by cold air or 
by objects of a lower temperature. If the loss goes beyond what is natural the body is robbed 
of heat, and a feeling of cold results. 


A conventional house is often unpleasant if the inside temperature is comparatively 
low. The floors and walls are cold, and they will drain heat from any source of warmth avail- 
able. Too, convection heat depends upon a movement of air currents for effectiveness. The 
passage of cold air currents over the skin and clothing of any occupant of a room means that 
the person is steadily losing heat to the room. Radiant heat, on the contrary, is expressly 
designed to be congenial to the human organism. When a whole room is bathed with ea 
moderate warmth, the heat loss of the body is held to « comfortable level. Drafts are elim- 
inated; it becomes possible to keep the room comfortable at a low temperature. The floors 
are always warm and safe for children at play. There are no limited areas of intense heat in & 
room. The temperature of the large radiating surfaces varies from 82° to 85° F. This is com- 
parable to the surface temperature of the skin. Hence it is possible to use any material on the 
heating surface with no danger of damage. 


Floors are generally constructed of concrete in a radiant heated house. Heating coils 
or air ducts are run through the concrete at fairly close intervals. The floor becomes one huge 


radiator. The constant diffusion of moderate heat from a radiated floor is of great value in 
maintaining a uniform temperature throughout a room. Heat naturally rises, and in rooms 
heated by the older methods it collects in the vicinity of the ceiling. The result is that the 
floor may be cold and uncomfortable while the ceiling is needlessly werm. Radiant heating 
overcomes this difficulty. There is, too, a natural loss of heat downward that must be guarded 
against. The cold ground will have a propensity to absorb heat from the floor. This must be 
overcome by a good insulating job. Many nonconductive materials exist which are impervious 
to chemical action from the soil. They may be used in various ways to accomplish the desired 
result. Insulating material is often mixed with the concrete laid below the level of the pipe 
coils or air ducts. The surface of the mixture is then coated with a white waterproof paint to 
reflect heat up-ward. A layer of broken glass, which is plentiful and cheap will act as an 
excellent reflective agent to conserve heat. 


Radiant heat installation in floors are necessarily massive; the solidity of the construction 
causes a time interval to elapse before the heat becomes effective. When a more rapid action 
is desired a ceiling installation should be considered. Ceilings are usually of much lighter 
construction, and heat is able to warm these surfaces more quickly. A warm floor may be 
assured even though the ceiling is made the only radiating surface. 


In a house of solar design the southern exposure is a radiant heating surface. Through 
the immense windows the sun makes its contribution to the heating system of the house. 
The other walls may or may not contain coils or ducts. If a wall has a number of openings it 
will not be very successful as a radiant heating surface. The ceiling, however, offers an un- 
broken expanse where coils or ducts may be laid without interference. A radiated ceiling 
will supply heat to rooms on both levels of a two-story house. From the foregoing it may be 
seen that a room may obtain heat from the floor, the ceiling, and the walls. It is not often 
necessary, however, to use all of these areas. Frequently the floor is used in various combina- 
tion with other surfaces. In this case those surfaces which do not give off heat directly, are 
equipped to re-radiate heat. Re-radiation means that heat absorption is checked and that the 
heat is thrown back into the room. We accomplish this by incorporating a special film-like 
material into the construction of the wall or ceiling where re-radiation is desired. 


All of this re-radiation of the original heat means economy. In general radiant heating 
has proven to be more economical than convection heating. Installation costs may be com- 
pared favorably, and the operating expenses of radiant heating have proven to be lower. A 
radiant heating system offers to the home owner the advantages of cleanliness, economy, and 
comfort. In some climates there is a tendency for the time lag of the radiant system to cause a 
slow reaction to the rapid changes of the outside temperature. This may happen particularly 
in the spring or fall. Therefore it is important that good controls be provided to insure success- 
ful operation. Recognizing the problem created by gradual seasonal changes, we have de- 
signed our ventilating unit to function as a temporary convection heating system during the 
spring and fall months. During these seasons the heating requirements are nat as demanding 
as in the winter months, when full radiant heat is necessary. 


A suggested hot water 
radiant system in the 
ceiling. 


Radiant hot water sys- 
tem in the floor. 


A suggested radiant 
hot air system in the 
ceiling. 


Radiant hot air system 
in the floor. 
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A PORTFOLIO OF HOMES FOR TODAY 


The homes shown on the following pages with their corresponding floor plans exemplify comfort 
and convenience in present day living. The designs have been grouped by the number of square feet 
of area contained in the plan proper, exclusive of the area taken up by the garage. Because cost factors 
vary widely in different sections of the country we have thought it advisable to present the plans in 
this way. Approximate prices may be arrived at by applying the prevailing square foot cost to selected 
designs. It is much easier for the layman to deal with square foot areas rather than the more common 
cubic foot computation. Heights are not easily arrived at from the sketches, and these dimensions are 
necessary to figure cubage. If complete plans and accurate cost estimates are desired, the services of a 
competent architect and contractor should be retained. 


Most of the plans shown have no basements. A home with all the utility areas on the main floor 
is a true expression of convenient living. The trend in design is toward open planning, more glass, and 
solar orientation. The inclination is to. locate residential building in the outlying sections of cities and 
even in the country. We have assumed the existence of ample plots suited to the proper function of 
the designs. It has been assumed also that all the basementless houses are equipped for radiant heat. It 
is no longer necessary to include a basement even in a cold climate. Radiant heat makes floors warm 
and contributes greatly to freedom of design. 


Study the plans carefully to appreciate the completeness and the efficiency of the utility areas. 
In most of the designs you will find convenient automatic laundries and kitchens that are marvelously 
adapted to use. There are compact air-conditioning and heater units, and cold storage rooms that 
replace fruit cellars. Mark the amount of storage space provided in all the houses. 


Wardrobe storage units are plentiful, and most of the homes have attics with disappearing stairs. 
Attics are very useful to store little used items that accumulate in the course of living. Another feature 
that will interest many people is the hobby garage that appears in various guises in many of the plans. 


The new and important activities room, which solves many family living needs, is included in 
the great majority of the plans. The needs of active living were never met in the past. Compromise was 
the order of the day, and it was never satisfactory. Bright, airy, hardy rooms, made expressly for pur- 
poses of enjoyment, are eminently sensible and contribute to wholesome home-life. Living rooms, 
on occasion, may be quite small and much like a library in character. In some instances they combine 
with other rooms to form a large area of impressive size. Individual families will find certain arrange- 
ments more congenial to their particular needs than others. We hope everyone will enjoy the sketches, 
whether or not they are contemplating building. Beautiful, surprising, and charming though they are; 
each one is first and foremost an actual expression of convenience in living. 
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Space Engineering 





A fine small house is much more difficult to design than a 
large one. When economy becomes the governing factor, care 
must be exercised to see that the design does not degenerate 
into a collection of small inconvenient cubicles. Traffic routes 
should be so ordered that it becomes unnecessary to use any af 
room as a passage-way. The plan shown is exemplary in both 
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respects. Space is gained by combining areas. The living room aR Sie 4 
and dining room are together, and so are the kitchen and the Seah aed | 


utility room. Circulation is equal to the best. Plywood might 


serve as the exterior finish. The house has strong simplicity. FLOOR PLAN 
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FLOOR PLAN 
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Modern as This Minute 


This small contemporary design features a large living 
room and dining room combination with lots of glass. 
Informal furnishing makes a room like this flexible enough 
to be the center of all living when the budget will not 
allow additional areas. Ledgerock in the massive chimney 
and strips of rich planting combine nicely with the natural 
plywood exterior. The inexpensive flat roof would be 
permissible providing the surrounding homes would not 
depress it. 
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How Does Your Garden Grow? 


The answer is not hard to find in this house with its solar 
windows. The beauties of nature come right inside through 
the wide expanse of glass. Solar houses are extremely 
charming both inside and out. You will love their airy 
brightness and spaciousness. Small homes never had these 
qualities in the past. The exterior sun visor need not be 
austere. With proper planning it is inconspicuously in- 
tegrated in the design. This remarkable house has three 
bedrooms. The living-dining facilities are combined. The 
entrance hall gives excellent circulation. 
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Small House For a Suburb 


l A small house that inspires’ immediate affection. The 


B.R. 16°13 | plan has much to recommend it. The relationship of the 
UND KIT. x2 ENT. he entrance hall to the main living areas is especially note- 
| worthy. The living room with its dining-L appears very 
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spacious; a feeling that is enhanced by the expanse of 
Shee, glass on the garden side of the house. The combined 
automatic kitchen and laundry is a really useful work 
‘center. The lady of the house can view the street as she 
performs her kitchen tasks. 


FLOOR PLAN 


1280 SQ. FT. 


Complete and Compact © 






An economical rectangular plan that includes a small 
extra room that may be used as a guest room and a den. 
Solar windows stretch across the garden side of the house 
and take advantage of the view. The combined living- 
dining area has good size. The kitchen is up to the minute. 
The utility area is combined with an automatic laundry. 
Clothes may be hung in the garage to dry when the 
weather is unpleasant. 
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TERRACE 








FLOOR PLAN 
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RICHARD B&B. POLLMAN 


L-Shaped for Interest 


The charming little garden court will greet your guests with a smile in this 
gracious small house. The protective porch guards the interior against the cold 
winds of winter. The entrance hall gives access to all the rooms without con- 
flict. The living room has great privacy and the included dining area opens onto 
a terrace. A long expanse of glass overlooks the garden. A nice house for a 
narrow lot, and one that may be accommodated to a corner location by chang- 
ing the position of the garage. 





Spacious living in a small house 


A good example of the way space is gained by combining the 
purposes of several rooms into one large area. Here living, 
dining, and study functions are brought together for a feeling 
of spaciousness that is enhanced by an expanse of glass on the 
garden side of the house. The kitchen is combined with the 
laundry to provide a really useful work center. There is an 
exceptional amount of closet space in this small house. 


The relationship of the entrance hall to the secluded living 
areas is especially note-worthy. This plan, too, provides ex- 
cellent circulation. 
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' J Cul ACTIVITIES 
This small house has been designed with imagination for I] jere|]] 2° 
people who like fun in their every day living. The activities c 7 

room opens onto the flowered patio that boasts a barbecue pit. hve Fi 

The out-door living space provided is remarkable, and the | moe 
plan is particularly interesting for lake property. 
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The house has been designed for a narrow lot, but it is 
spacious in appearance and in fact. The living room and the 
bedrooms are quietly situated and have direct access to the FUOOR PLAN 
living terrace. Complete privacy has been provided for these iS SRLSA fe. 
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Inherent honesty 


A contemporary house of true solar design 
that has all of the major living areas to the 
south. Note the typical use of built-in furni- 
ture. Bedrooms are equipped with ‘‘Storwall” 
closet units to conserve space. The clean-cut 
simplicity of the design makes it possible to 
build the house in three stages. The main 
central section may be erected first; followed 
by the car-port, the storage rooms, and the 
out-door living terrace. The owner could 
complete the plan at his own convenience 
by adding the bedroom on the right side. 
This house, also, has generous facilities for 
out-door living. 
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Here is a gracious home that is economical to construct 
because of the simplicity of the rectangular shape. The 
activities room may be used as a playroom, guest room, 
or library. The compact kitchen and automatic laundry 
save time and labor. The picture window adds distinction 
to the beautifully balanced living room. 
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Fieldstone and Painted Brick 


A small house of modified Colonial design that 
masquerades as a large house most successfully. The 
artful incorporation of the porch and the garage into 
the residential design gives commanding breadth to 
the whole structure. The interior is compact without 
sacrifice of beauty or efficiency. Circulation is excel- 
lent. Note the lovely picture bay window. The 
garage is on a lower level in this plan, and the 
decorative out-side stair leads to a very practical 
storage area. 
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HOUSES 1600 sa. Fr. To 2000 sa. Fr. 





Angles add interest 


A site of peculiar shape is a source of inspiration to 
a home designer. Here we use simple roof lines and 
set the garage at a slight angle to produce a pleasant 
and interesting effect. The stair that decorates the 
garage leads to a storage area. 


The interior of the house is interesting, too, and a 
point of focus is the connection between the kitchen 
and the activities room. The delightful quarter circle 
bar ties the two together. The activities room may 
serve as a guest room. There are three bedrooms and 
much storage space. The living-dining area is very 
spacious and bright. 
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HERE ARE TWO HOUSES WITH BUT A SINGLE PLANe eb 





STREEISY (EW. GARDEN VIEW 


Colonial charm pays homage to our country’s glorious past 





GARDEN VIEW 


STREET VIEW 


Straight-forward contemporary salutes her glorious future 
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ACTIVITIES 


UTILITY- HOBBY AREA 


(This 1 the usvel Basement Area, but placed on tirst floor ) 








We have singled out the utility area to call attention to the manner 
in which one floor houses accommodate all the functions formerly 
assigned to a basement. The heating and air conditioning units are con- 
veniently located in a small area off the activities room. A refrigerated 
cold room replaces the obsolete fruit cellar. The cheerful convenience 
of the automatic laundry is apparent. A knock-about activities room 
really serves living needs. The bar and the large game area make it 
ideal for all entertaining. The built-in lounge may be converted into 
a bed, and the privacy of the adjacent washroom insures the comfort 
of a guest. 


This compact plan, like all the others in the book, is worthy of detailed study for it exemplifies 
many of the trends of advanced home construction. It is a solar design as the long bank of south win- 
dows would indicate. The combined living and dining area takes advantage of the sunlight and the 
out-of-doors admitted through the solar windows. There is no paving of any kind outside this long 
expanse of glass to reflect any heat or glare in the summer. The entrance hall is so arranged that the 
sleeping area has great privacy, and the necessity of traffic through the main living area is eliminated. 
The kitchen is wonderfully efficient and bright. In fact, the whole work area is beautifully arranged 
for ease of performance. The eternal feminine cry for adequate storage space has been heard and 
answered. Closets are numerous and convenient. The compact sleeping area may be varied to include 
either two or three bedrooms. The hobby garage shown here, and with variations in many of the other 
plans, is important enough to warrant special attention. The one included in this plan has much storage 


space for tools and equipment. There is a work bench and a handy little greenhouse to start plants 


2 BED ROOM ALTERNATE for the garden. 
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Enchanting detail 


x 


A tustic feeling is enhanced by a rail fence and a 
quaint lamp-post. The house, itself, is a solar design 
keyed to efficient and gracious living. Note the 
size of the combined living-dining area and the 
length of the out-door terrace. The south wall is 
virtually solid glass. The laundry moves right into 
the cheery activities room. 
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A rambling design suited to a corner lot. The location 
of the garage provides privacy for the living activities of 
the family. The living-dining area is large, and the activi- 
ties room has a fireplace. The house is well provided with 
closets. The fenestration is remarkable, too. 
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A house that will grow with the family 


A story-and-a-half house designed with classic simplicity. If only the first floor is completed in the 
initial building, the library may serve as an extra bedroom. As family needs increase, the upstair area 
may be finished. The whole plan then provides three bedrooms and two bathrooms. A practical 
center-hall house with great charm. 
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Serene Simplicity 


Fhe simple directness of contemporary 
makes a house a unified design by a use of 
lines and broad planes. It scorns an artificial 
use of ornament. The house shown above is a 
nice example of contemporary feeling. Notice 
the window arrangement and the excellent 
circulation provided in the plan. The house is 

‘replete with closet space. 
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A house on a hill 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
S40 SQ.FT. 

An example of the flexibility of contemporary design. The hillside 
site allows the living areas to be placed on two levels. The sharp break 
between the first floor and the basement levels is eased by placing the 
garage and service entrance conveniently at the landing of the stair. 





BASEMENT PLAN 


The exotic beauty of this site makes it singularly interesting. How- 
ever, it should be noted that the landscaping and the retaining walls 
shown here cannot be divorced from the plan. Such features as these 
add to cost, and money expended in this way might be applied to 
actual living space if economy had to be considered. 
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This L-shaped house is corner-wise 
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And because it is it makes a turn for the 
better use of its site. Note the privacy of the 
out-door living area and the spacious aspect 
of the house. Every room is bright and cheerful 
and planned for real enjoyment in living. The 
activities room has built-in furniture and a 
fireplace; it opens to a living terrace. 
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The friendly dignity of old New England 


White painted brick walls combine charmingly with 
the bottle-green shutters. Flower fanciers will be en- 
tranced by the green-house in the radiant heated garage 
which is integrated in the plan. 


The interior design is remarkable for a spacious living- 
dining area equipped with large solar windows. The 
library off the entrance hall, with its adjacent washroom, 
makes a nice room for an occasional guest. The sleeping 
area is segregated. There is much closet space. This house 
is eminently suited to a family of adults. 
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FLOOR PLAN 
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The balanced irregularity 
of this house is fascinating. 
Planned for a flat interior lot, 
its lively personality dominates 
the scene. It provides the 
variation that the site lacks. 
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Informal graciousness is easy to live with 
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A beautiful living room is featured 
in this design. Note the glass areas at 
either end of the spacious room. The 
central location makes it necessary to 
use some space for a passage to the 
bedroom area, but in view of the unique 
loveliness of the room, this is not to be 
too much regretted. The library has a 
private entrance and a washroom. 
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The extended breezeway and the 
garage separate the service court from 
the living yard. There is a partial base- © 
ment where ample space has been pro- 
vided for utilities. A rock garden area- 
way adds a lot of cheer to the game room. 
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ACTIVITIES Z@1*I3S 
Are summoned to our minds by the benign 


charm of this ranch house. The romantic history of 
this section of our land is recalled in the styling and 
detail of the house. The overhanging eaves have a 
protective air, and the long low lines are restful. 
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The house is practical and livable inside. The 
activities room is large and bright. The living room 
is comparatively small and acts as a quiet retreat 
for the book-lover. The kitchen is combined with 
an automtaic laundry. The two bedrooms and bath 
are isolated from the noisy area of the house. 
Notice the size of the hobby garage and the prac- 
tical tool house. 
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The Salty Tang of Our Northeast Seacoast 


14); 


STUDY [5*! 





DINING Iix114 





bse 





! 
' 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
\ 


_ Is called to mind by the chaste simplicity of this 
modified colonial adaptation. This house, too, is 
restful in appearance due to the predominance of ENT 
low horizontal lines. Its sweeping breadth makes it 
especially suitable to a suburban plot. The big 
garage is made to house the well and pump and 
contains space for tools. ; = 
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The living room is large and planned for active 
living. There is a study that offers quiet and privacy. 
Note the unique arrangement of the kitchen and 
laundry area situated at the front of the house. The 


furniture in the bedrooms is all built-in, and there FLOOR PLAN 
are no less than seven closets in this area. Cia ty 1 






GARAGE 22«28 








53 











HO 6, 










































Oaive 








a an Renan Caen > 



























apt Ys i 
‘E aq ( 
Ty i 
lx 4 { i minted 
eM ge pt 


lg: ioe ay 

i > 5 i$ oF ; 

af ge a a 
= 


The striking individuality of this house is increased by the delight- 
ful landscaping that completes the exterior plan. The garden, with its 
little pool, is hidden behind the garden wall. All the living areas take 
advantage of the southern exposure. The large picture window in the 
living room has an enchanting vista. 


Study the plan to appreciate the handling of the interior design. All 
rooms may be reached from the central reception hall without conflict. 
Note the beauty of the living room and the really extraordinary qual- 
ities of the activities porch. See the tiny green-house and the in-door 
barbecue. 








A very different and interesting treatment for a narrow interior lot. The 
lively spirit of the exterior design of the house proves that an ordinary 
location need not be handled in a mediocre way. The house has a most 
attractive approach with a curving driveway and a lovely garden court. The 
spacious terrace at the back of the house has great privacy. 


The interior has an entrance hall that effectively separates the quiet area 
of the house from the work and play areas. The large activities room has 
limitless possibilities for enjoyment. The efficient kitchen-laundry is most 
compact. The fenestration is extra-ordinary. 
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A most interesting floor plan. Note the entrance hall arrangement 

and the shower off the practical laundry. The kitchen is compact 


and efficient. There are three fine bedrooms and a bath. A large 
fireplace bespeaks hospitality in the expansive living-dining area. 
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ROOT CELLAR 


Under a Western Sky 


Or any other sky, this ranch 
house believes in living up to its 
name. The wide porch says, 
“Howdy, stranger,’ in an un- 
mistakable Western drawl, and 
the low lazy lines of the house 
have a homey friendliness. A 
wonderful home for a modern 
farm. All the acreage might be 
surveyed through the continu- 
ous glass wall of the southern 
exposure. 


Assuming a slope to the rear, a half level open 
basement has been included in the plan. The addi- 
tional area is to take care of the many activities 
engaged in by a large family. 


Harmonious Balance 


In a rambling design suited to a corner lot. The garage, with its 
connecting porch, forms an L with the main house and gives privacy 
to the rear yard. The walled corner garden provides an interesting 
view from the work areas of the house. The porch over-looking the 
back lawn has a barbecue fire-place. The house has an interesting 
living room and a separate dining room. The circulation is excellent. 


~ 


This is another house with a basement. 
The laundry, heating room, and the 
activities room are located here. The 
activities room has a bar and full length 
windows that open from a rock garden 
area-way. There is also a fruit room, a 
washroom, and a large storage closet in 
this area. 
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Conservative and Comfortable 


And as advanced as the day after tomorrow. This home proves that a 
garage that projects to the street need not be a detriment to pleasing de- 
sign. Here the little roof and side trellis act to provide interest and to 
soften the approach. The facade is a pleasant combination of stone and 
clapboard. The garden side is almost entirely insulated glass. 


The house is a true solar design, and the interior is light and airy. The 
magnificent living-dining area takes advantage of the beauty of the out-of- 
doors. The activities room is exceptionally complete. Its facilities include a 
photographic dark-room, built-in furniture and cabinets, and a bar. Note 
the efficient kitchen-laundry area. The house has three bedrooms and loads 
of closet space. 
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The sweeping horizontal lines of this flat roof 

modern style combined with the masonry and 

x glass planes lends a distinctive note. Broad pro- 
jecting eaves are a functional part of the solar 
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Imaginative Informality...... 


A modified Colonial design that includes a number of rather modern 
details for an interesting final effect. A house that has great appeal to those 
who enjoy fun and whose tastes are unpretentious. The most interesting 
feature of this plan is the kitchen-dining room combination. They are only 
partially separated, and there is a grill in the dining room. One is reminded 
of the old-fashioned comfort of a farm kitchen. An excellent spot. for 
unusual informal entertaining. The house has three bedrooms, a lovely 
living room with a porch, and an automatic laundry. 
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A contemporary house that seems to nestle into the 
landscape; a feeling that is accentuated by the strong 
horizontal lines and by the slight pitch of the roof. The 
planting has been very well handled, and the wonderful 
facilities for out-door living are afforded great privacy. 
Notice, particularly, that there is no terrace under the 
solar windows. This is to avoid any reflection of summer 
heat. 


The interior of this house should be given special 
attention by everyone who is interested in contemporary. 
Note that the partitions of the room areas are not fixed. 
In this case, they are fabric drapes hung in ceiling tracks 
and operated by pulley draws. The background of the 
living room largely banked with soft folded texture which 
contrasts with the surfaces of the walls and windows. 


It should be understood that very often the rooms of 
present’ day houses are sound-proofed. There are several 
types of material available for this purpose that possess 
quiet interest. In any case, care is taken to separate the 
active, noisy, area of a house from those sections devoted 
to rest and relaxation. 
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THE ACTIVITIES 
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Today we have recognized that there should be an area 
in a home where the pursuits of active living can be taken 
care of adequately. The result is the ‘‘activities” room: A 
bright, hardy, informal, place where children may play 
without restriction and where parents and older children 
may enjoy themselves. We have considered the function 
of this type of room so important that you will find one 
in almost every plan. 


The activities room shown here is equipped for informal 
entertaining. There is a bar that has a disappearing movie 
and television screen above it. A ping-pong table may be 
placed in the center of the room when wanted. There are 


. storage cabinets for game tables and accessories of all 


kinds, and young children may store their toys in a 
special chest. ; 


The built-in lounge may be turned into a bed, and the 
comfort of a guest is further assured by the privacy of the 
adjacent washroom. Teen-age children will delight in the 
radio-phonograph and the unencumbered floor space. 
They and their parents may work at hobbies and home- 
crafts in this room. Mother has her sewing machine here in 
a handy arrangement with cutting and pressing surfaces. It 
is a room built for real use by the whole family and their 
friends. 
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A sunny-tempered ranch house that reveals 
its source by a soft Spanish accent. This house is 
best suited to a warm climate, and the plan has 
been worked out to provide many places for 
exterior and interior planting. The year around 
play porch is a center of activity and provides 
easy access from the service area to the bedroom 
wing. The living room has nice proportions, and 
there is a separate dining room. Both the kitchen 
and the laundry have been planned for easy 
performance of house-hold tasks. Note the 
amount of shade that the structural openings are 
given. 








Here is your prescription, doctor.'A home 
that is combined with a complete office set- 
up. Great privacy has been provided for the 
reception and consulting rooms and there is 
a laboratory. What could be more conven- 
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A typical contemporary design that 
contrasts a long horizontal line with 
strong supporting verticals. The interior 
has astonishing beauty due to the large 
areas of sealed glass. The house is 
keyed to luxury and convenience in 
living. Picture the feeling of spacious 
extension into the out-of-doors that the 
wide windows afford. Circulation is 
well thought-out. Both the living room 
and the activities room are large. The 
kitchen and automatic laundry are su- 
premely functional. Note the hobby 
garage and the large amount of closet 
space. 
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GUEST PARKING 


Here, again, the solar idea of heat 
gains through sealed glass walls is part 
of the living scheme. This very striking 
house, like almost all the others shown, 
is planned for radiant heat and mechan- 
ical ventilation. One must study the 
sketch to appreciate the balance of geo- 
metric forms that makes up its satisfying 
design. 


A thoughtfully planned interior fea- 
tures a large activities room that acts as 
a center for real living. There is a built-in 
lounge, radio-phonograph, bookshelves, 
storage cabinets, and a fireplace. Unlike 
the usual recreation room in a basement, 
this room is useful twelve months of the 
year. 
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Carefully Planned for the Comfort of a Large Family 


It is Fun to be part of a large family, and 
it is pleasant when each member of the 
family can be assured a reasonable \ BR 10*13 
amount of privacy. This amiable dwelling, 
if it is developed to its full capacity, will 
provide at least five bedrooms and two 
baths. The house is expressly designed 
to eliminate traffic through the rooms. : NH 
Both the basement and the upstairs are 
accessible from the entrance hall. 


The hobby room on the first floor has B.R. lowil 
its own entrance and is adapted to the 
varying interests of a large family. Notice 
the size of the living room and dining 
room. No floor plans have been shown 
for the upstairs or the basement. It is felt 
that these areas can be adapted to the 
needs of individual families. 





VP RICRARD &. POLLAN 


PORCH 15*1Z 





DESIGNER 


GARAGE 2/*2I 








_Lsseus 


se 





A house that modestly understates the generosity of its living accommodations. The story-and-a- 
half home with some bedrooms on the first floor and some on the second is a perennial favorite. Such 
houses adjust easily to the changing needs of families. Dormer windows have a quaint charm both on 
B.R. 13% 16° the interior and the exterior. This house is quite large, as an inspection of the plan will show, but it 
retains a lovable cottage-like quality. The existence of a basement is assumed. 
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This contemporary house is individual in design. Forth- 
right and unencumbered it states its case with complacent poise. 
The fenestration of this house is particularly interesting, and 
the out-door living area is worthy of mention. 


An attentive reading of the interior plan will reveal many 
interesting and practical features, but there is one point that 
deserves emphasis and which we will enlarge upon at this 
time. There is a current tendency, well illustrated in this plan, 
to divide a house into two areas; one for activity and one for 
relaxation. Concurrently, we note a trend to make the activi- 
ties room large and the living room small. 


In this plan we have a living room much like a library in 
character. It is a small quiet room suited to reading and con- 
versation, and it is a nice place for parents to retire when the 
frolic of the younger set becomes too boisterous. Notice the 
built-in lounge and the dressing room with shower that is 
close by. The living room can serve as an extra bedroom with 
ease and finesse. 
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The roots of America grow deep into the soil of a 
land flowing with milk and honey. The honest enjoy- 
ment of good food is part of our inheritance. This 
comfortable house valiantly carries on the tradition. 
It has an out-door dining room completely glassed 
and screened for convenient picnicking at home. 
There is a barbecue grill to add to the fun of this 
unusual room. 


The house has a sturdy and unassuming simplicity 
and a countrified air. It is, however, completely up-to- 
date, as a study of its solar design will show. The living- 
dining area and two bedrooms take advantage of the 
sun for heat gains. The large windows have a mar- 
velous view. 


The large activities room is combined with the 
automatic laundry. The kitchen is compact and labor- 
saving. There is a breakfast nook and an in-door 
dining room. Note the curve of the flexible partition. 
There are three bedrooms, a bath, and a great deal 
of storage space. This house is remarkable for its 
excellent circulation and for the separation given its 
quiet and noisy living areas. 
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A story-and-a-half design that has captured the mellow charm of a cottage. Many people whose 
tastes are drawn to conservative luxury will find the answer to their desires in this house. The large 
reception hall with its wide window at the landing of the stair is especially beautiful. The living room 
has lovely by-symetric balance. There are four bedrooms and three baths in this house. Study the 
plan to appreciate the convenient arrangement. This design includes a basement. 


B.R:12«1e> ” 





SECOND FLOOR 
PLCOOOK 462 $Q.FT. 


Sq. FT. 








4 





The delightful whimsy of this story-book house 
brings us back to the fantasy of childhood, and we 
are not at all surprised at the wonders that unfold when 
we open the door. We see a room built for fun with 
cabinets for toys and games. There is a friendly fire- 
place and a lounge in front of the wide window. We 
push a door that rolls away, and find a shiny bath- 
room and three rooms for sleeping and dressing-up, 
with lots of places to put our clothes and things. 


We catch our breath, as we enter a big room at the 
end of the hall, at the sheer beauty of a whole wall of 
glass. There is another fireplace flanked by book- 
cases and a spot to dine by candle-light. Next, we 
see a little breakfast nook full of greenery and a magic 
kitchen. There is a cold room to store provisions and a 
gleaming laundry. It would seem that work in this 
is only play. 


Going through the big garage, we discover a large 
terrace, with a barbecue, and sit down to rest awhile. 
Finally, we open the door to the living room just to 
see if the dream is true. And suddenly we are glad 
that we are grown, because this is a grown-up dream, 
and grown-up dreams can really happen. 
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Sincere contemporary dedicates itself to beauty and con- 
venience without evasion. It uses the direct approach to 
charm. No one can deny that the effects obtained are 
other than stunning. Consider this unusual floor plan in detail. 
The central feature is the large patio surrounded by windows. 
Notice the oblique solarium that acts as a hall. The activities 
room joins with a dining-L. It is equipped with a bar and a 
built-in lounge. In this house the noisy area is completely 
separated from the restful area. 


The small living room has a flexible partition that allows 
the beauty of the solarium and the patio to enter the room. 
Note the luxury of the sleeping area and the privacy of the 
dressing and bathing arrangements. There are ten closets in 


_ this section. The work center of the house is most complete 


and efficient. 
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A comfortable widespread house that stands well forward on its 
lot. The living areas take advantage of the beauty of the garden and 
lawn to the rear. The exterior is quaintly traditional, and the interior 
is graceful and efficient. The windows generally tend toward the 
conservative. The only wall of continuous glass is found in the 
activities room. The living room has delightful balance. 


The plan is most compact. Notice the excellent function of the 
long hall. Both kitchen and laundry are designed for convenience. 
There is a bath next to the laundry. The large garage has a workshop. 
There are fifteen closets in this house. 
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FIRST FLOOR 


It is possible to build houses more economically if standardized 
floor plans are used for several homes in a subdivided development. But, 
as these sketches so well illustrate, it is not necessary for every house 
erected from a basic plan to look exactly alike. We are all too familiar 
with the depressing spectacle of rows of identical homes. Every house 
should have some individuality that sets it apart from all the rest. Each of 
these houses has a personality of its own. 














SECOND FLOOR 


The floor plan shown here is well suited to the more conventional taste. 
It is one that many people will find ideal. The central reception hall 
has real distinction and provides excellent circulation. Rooms have good 
size and fine proportions, and all of them have great privacy. The second 
floor has three bedrooms and two baths. Notice the lovely dressing- 
rooms in two of the bedrooms. This house is suited to the needs of a 
growing family or to a family of adults. It has a basement. 
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Tailored to Its Site 


An interesting livable house that makes the most of an interior lot. The 
good-sized living room with its dining-L has expansive windows. The 
dining-L and the work centers overlook a dainty little flower court. One 
should note the efficiency and completeness of the service area. 


The length of the house, with the garage, insures the privacy of the 
inner yard. The secluded little terrace leads into the activities room 
which has a corner window, a bar, and a fireplace. There is an adjacent 
washroom. This house has three bedrooms and a bath. 
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The heart feels at home in this pic- 
turesque, wide-flung house that is lux- 
urious in all its details. It is a solar 
design that faces all its living areas 
toward the south. The activities room is 
explained on the opposite page. The 
expansive living-dining area has magnif- 
icent beauty. The bedrooms have a 
great deal of privacy. The room with 
the bay window might serve as a library. 
The elongated work areas are con- 
veniently arranged. Note the amount of 
storage space and the size of the cold 
room. 
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THE ACTIVITIES ROOM 


There is an air of pleasureable ease about this activities room that resembles a solarium. The large windows 
extend the boundaries of the room into the lovely surroundings. Sunlight is welcomed for an increased sense 
of well being and a greater zest for living. 


Any person who enjoys growing things or who makes a hobby of horticulture will find this room a de- 
lightful place. The room is planned for interior planting all around the base of the windows. The lush color of 
leaves and the brilliance of lovely flowers are necessary to complete the basic design of this room. 


Picture this room furnished with handsome rattan furniture covered in colorful washable fabric. One 
would have a veritable in-door garden. Think how cheerful a room of this kind would be during the long cold 


winters of our north. 


This room is not only picturesque. It is most versatile and useful. The built-in lounge may be turned into 
a bed for the comfort of a guest. There is a full bathroom at this end of the house. 


The room is suited to bridge parties and entertaining of all kinds. There is a handy little bar and a large 
closet where game accessories may be stored. For the person who likes to read, there is a whole wall devoted 
to books. The room is so cheery and bright that no one could help but feel happy in it. 
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Self-assured ease marks this well bred house of modified 
Colonial design. The house ’is suited to the convenience 
of a large family. There are four bedrooms and two baths. 
The glassed living porch is connected with a fun terrace. 
Notice the arrangement of the breakfast nook in this area. 
The living room with its dining-L is large and well bal- 
anced. The entrance hall is large. Notice the efficiency of 
the work area and the amount of closet space in the plan. 
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Home sweet home on the prairie! An 
authentic ranch house of luxurious charm. The 
dining porch overlooks the sun filled patio 
that has a definite Spanish feeling. There is 
even a bunk-house in the plan. This large 
room is useful as a social area and is equipped 
to serve as guest quarters. It has a separate 
bath and dressing room. Easy comfort is 
personified by this imaginative country house. 








> Bb POLLMAN 
RESIGN ER 


The pleasantly positive lines of this 
spacious contemporary house contrast 
with luxuriant planting for a most im- 
pressive effect. As might be expected 
it is a true solar design. All the major 
room areas over-look the landscape. The 
remarkable central activities room com- 
bines with an informal dining-L. To- 
gether they form a most wonderful area 
for social activity. The living room is 
small and quiet. There is a small studio 
with north light. Notice the built-in 
furniture in many of the rooms. 
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A picturesque house of low rambling lines that sensitively nestles into the comfort of its ample surroundings. 
Combined with a few acres of ground it provides a wonderful setting for the enjoyment of informal country living. 
The large cold room is able to accommodate an abundance of fruit and garden stores and the laundry may serve as a 
cannery in season. 


The house has a most interesting interior done in the contemporary manner with an underlying note of modified 
Colonial. Solar windows line the south exposure and allow the beauty of the out-of-doors to become part of the 
house. 
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A comfortable traditional house designed for more formal living. This house is well adapted to the larger lots of 
‘close-in’ suburban property. Notice the practical center hall and the interest and convenience of the layout. The 
rooms have beautiful interiors of traditional feeling. Notice the master bedroom with its bay window and fireplace. 
There is a notable amount of storage space. ‘‘Storwall’’ units are used for the wardrobes. They cover one wall of the 


hall in a most capacious and convenient arrangement. 


ee ee 


oo S 


Serna et rl 


ae crete a at I a oe 





PARKING COUAT 








GARAGE 2022 

















lo7-o* - 


FLOOR PLAN 


2765 5a Fr. 


85 


86 


















GARAGE 








| TERRACE 


iow 15«22 








Rec HALL 
1s 


















SECOND FLOOR PLAN 


646 san 





lf ‘ x 
a Sa 
| -_~_ An 
Sn gee \ - ex 
th yas Z 1oz-o . i> a 


FLOOR PLAN 


1960 sa fr 


A rugged Cape Cod that seems to grow out of its surroundings. Split fieldstone gives it a fundamental strength 
and solidity. The contrasting shutters and the cross rail fence are charming. The unusual first floor plan may be aug- 
mented by two upstairs bedrooms to provide for family expansion. The house is most complete and compact. The 


entrance hall provides excellent circulation to all the room areas. 
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A house that faces south on the approach elevation presents some problems. Care must be exercised so that a maximum of 
protection may be given to large glass areas in the summer. Here the walls are recessed and planting is arranged to give this protec- 
tion. The exterior design has distinguished simplicity in its restful long lines. 


The interior is planned for luxurious living. The large activities room is interesting and offers unlimited possibilities for play. 
There is a large living room, three bedrooms and two baths. 
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An interesting house of modified Colonial inspiration that is built on a lot of 
restricted width. The large basementless house is planned carefully so that the 
entrance court, service yard, and out-door living yard do not conflict. The corre- 
sponding rooms take full advantage of the out-door spaces. Here all the major 
rooms have been placed on the garden side of the house. Two of the bedrooms 
and the kitchen overlook the flower court. Work areas are adjacent to the service 
yard. The interesting driveway and the location of the garage makes the large 
doors inconspicuous from the street. 
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Genial western friendliness again in a house that 
is generous in living comfort. The exterior is effec- 
tive in rough masonry resembling adobe. The turned 
balusters and heavy shutters at the windows lend 
_ atmosphere. 


Notice the size of the areas devoted to living— 
and the library off the entrance hall. The bedrooms 
are entirely equipped with built-in furniture. The 
maid's room is entirely private and has its own bath. 
There is a great deal of compact closet space. 
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A satisfying play of planes and lines makes this luxurious 
contemporary house notable. The horizontal rows of 
windows placed just under the slightly sloping roof 
light the interior of the rooms beautifully. The exterior 


walls are finished in horizontal ledgerock. Definite ver-_ 


ticals contrast sharply with the long low lines. The land- 
scaping has been handled with finesse to complement the 


architecture. 


The interior has been planned around the large activi- 
ties room. Take note of the built-in lounges and the 
sunken hearth. The living room with its interesting fire- 
place arrangement is rather small. It is planned for quiet 
pursuits. There are lots of closets. The bedrooms make 
use of compact built-in units in the contemporary manner. 
There is a large exterior play terrace with a barbecue. 
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A custom designed house is always planned 
to conform to its site. Here we see a house 
that is built in comprehensive relationship to 
a slope. The interior gains added interest 
from small groups of steps to allow for the 
slight difference in levels. They are ‘carefully 
planned to eliminate hazard. The living room, 


library, and activities room open directly off 


the entrance hall. The passage to the bed- 
room also is connected to this center of 
circulation. The dining room overlooks the 
flower patio. 
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A Patio and a Pool 


A luxurious contemporary home that makes the most of 
out-door living. The lovely patio is surrounded on three sides 
by the house proper. The solarium passage with its planting 
and flowers is most attractive. The feeling of a long hall is 
entirely eliminated. The living room has large windows on 
two sides as the solarium is only partially closed off. Drapery 
may be drawn across the opening for complete privacy. 

The activities area is comprised of the capable service 
rooms, a breakfast nook, a dining room and a large activities 
room. The walls of all these rooms are largely glass. The 
quiet area is high lighted by a delightful master bedroom. 
Built-in furniture again! 
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“The Rambling T”’ 


Might well be the brand name of this authentic 
ranch house with its large airy rooms and well 
segregated living areas. Notice the real country 
“summer kitchen” (it is the laundry in disguise) 
and the year around dining-porch with a fire- 
place. In addition to the living room there is a 
small studio. The house has three bedrooms and 
loads of closet space. The service areas are 
modern to the minute..A lovely house for com- 
fortable country living. 


Picture in your mind the beauty of this house 
developed in white painted brick with ragged 
mortar joints combined with broad over-hanging 
eaves and exposed rafters. The chestnut rail fence 
around the yard and the corral lends atmosphere 
to the whole design. 
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High, wide, and handsome best describes this expression of residential 
design. Set high upon the summit of a hill it adapts itself to the contours 


of its site. The unhibited freedom of contemporary is more than justified , 


by the spectacular beauty of this house. 
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The various areas of the house are on different levels for most inter- 
esting effects. Notice the wonderful play area with a lounge and game 
room. Just imagine the spaciousness of the interiors and the loveliness 
of the countryside viewed from the lofty vantage point. 
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The solar windows stretch across the entire south elevation. The living 
room is separated from the dining room by a flexible partition. The wall 
on the passage side is translucent. Take particular note of the luxurious- 
ness of the bedroom area with its built-in furniture units. 
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Quiet luxury in a wide-spreading 
traditional country house. The plan 
must be carefully studied to realize 
the delightful details of the vast 
interior. The reception hall gives 
free access to all the room areas. 
There is an office with a private 
entrance. Notice the capacious serv- 
ant quarters. This wonderful house 
combines gentle living with the 
business of real farming. 
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Country Life 


A country estate dedicated to the interests of the sportsman. The dis- 
tinctive residence is a part of a unified design. The relationship of all the 
buildings and the auxiliary units has been carefully considered. The 
tenant house, equipment shed, and stables have been connected with 
inexpensive passage-ways. The pretentious result is in good proportion 
to the residence. There is a swimming pool with an enjoyable summer 
house in connection. Dressing rooms are located here in conjunction with 
a screened porch, a barbecue, and a kitchenette. A glorious spot for out- 
of-door diversion! The service roads and the guest parking space have 
been related to the whole design. In fact, every constituent element 
has been considered important. The large garage holds three cars and 
has space tor tools. A hobby room connects the garage with the house. 





The exterior walls of all the buildings are of hand-split fieldstone. 
The trim is of white wood, and the roofs are of slate. Long stretches of 
gleaming white fence “delineate the areas and focus attention on the 
residence that is the central unit of the design. Its low expansive lines 
snuggle into the ground for security and comfort. The house is as nat- 
ural a part of the landscape as a rock or a tree. The interior is designed 
for two kinds of living; formal and informal. The living room and the 
bedrooms are formal in character. The informal area is comprised of the 
activities room and the bright dining solarium. There is a restful library 
that is closely associated with the master suite. Fine built-in furniture 
conserves space in both of these rooms and in several other areas. Note 
the privacy given to the owners’ quarters. 
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INTERIORS 


A beautiful house deserves the complement of a charming and gracious 

interior. Our new houses are so inspiring that they should be decorated 

in a spirit of high adventure. There should be no timidity of approach 

Pitre, —— just because structural changes have made backgrounds different. It is 

<i ) only necessary that one work in harmony with them to create rooms of 

. surpassing beauty. It should be realized that architectural backgrounds 

and interior decoration are closely related. They join together to com- 

plete a design for living, and perfect design may be defined as a whole 

composed of parts wherein nothing can be added or nothing taken 
away without detriment. 


In a house built upon contemporary principles it is sometimes hard to 
tell just where the architecture ends and where the furnishing begins. The 
two fit together like the pieces of a jig-saw puzzle. We see desks, book- 
cases, radio cabinets, and other accessories, as integrant parts of the 
background. Built-in seating arrangements are not unusual. Well de- 
signed fixed units are very handsome and make the most of any given 
space. A room with built-in furniture has an air of perfection because it 
is entirely suited to its purpose. 
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Combined living-dining areas for spacious appearance, Note the large amount of glass. A built-in china-buffet unit—very practical. 


Bedrooms take most kindly to neatly contrived storage units that are 
integrated with the walls. They may be combined in a variety of ways 
with dressing accommodations. Many of our plans show bedrooms fully 
equipped with built-in furniture. Ladies’ dressing tables are often placed 
close to the windows, where they will receive an abundance of clear 
light. Beds that are fixed units have much to recommend them. You don't 
have to clean under a bed that is built to the floor, and drawers can be 
inserted in the base for the storage of bedding. Headboards may be 
made to hold books, radio, and telephone, as well as special lighting. 








The problem of supplying a house with adequate storage facilities is 
most important. The ordinary walk-in closet is not a satisfactory solution. 
It consumes too much space and it is too inconvenient. The corridor in 
the center is sheer waste of space. Compact storage units that line the 
surface of a wall are the best answer to the problem. 





“Storwall’’ units provide a place for everything. Their contents may Pepe SF Gardy boiltiaiiforithevchildran 
be seen at a glance, and every item is within easy reach. They are very 
economical in their use of space, and they have the happy faculty of 
being harmonious but inconspicuous elements of the background. The 
mellowness of natural wood grain is quietly decorative, and the calm 
pattern of functional line adds tranquil interest to the wall. 
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A tailored master bed room that provides much convenience in living. 


“Storwall” units provide a maximum use of space. 





Kitchens must be efficient and cheerful. 
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The snack bar and planning center unit is a useful 
addition in the kitchen. 
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It is encouraging to note that lighting is frequently integrated with background in the new houses. 
This is a wonderful step forward. We have persisted in inhibiting the great force of electricity in ridiculous 
ways. We have thought it artistic to use this powerful element in a mimicry of candlelight and oil-lamps. 
In many cases the results have been very funny, indeed. At last we are coming to realize the power and 
beauty of electricity when it is used according to its own characteristics. 

Our conventional lighting is inefficient. We tolerate conditions that are even detrimental to our, 
own eyesight. Now, instead of glare or occasional pools of inadequate light, we may have a diffusion of 
properly tempered light over a whole area. Light, from coves or troughs may glow over a ceiling, and 
soft spotlights may call attention to fine pictures. 

We are learning more about illumination all the time, and we are beginning to exploit its possibilities 
with more imagination. Lights will have a delayed action in the switch. They will fade out gradually to 
allow a person to leave a room in safety. Softly glowing lights near the floor will make a home safe at 
night for someone suddenly aroused. 

As we study the floor plans of the new houses we realize that we are often dealing with living areas 
rather than with rooms. We see that two or more functions may be assigned to one area, and as a con- 
sequence, that we must relinquish some of our conventional ideas in regard to furnishing. The new houses 
demand that we be more individual in expressing ourselves and more sensible in judging what is suited 
to our own requirements. Living rooms and dining rooms are frequently combined. The furniture must be 
harmoniously suited to both the functions that the area embraces, but the essential living room quality 
must not be lost. 

The importance of recreational and practical activity is emphasized in the new houses. Almost 
every design shown in these pages boasts a large activities room. These rooms are planned to be centers 
of family living, and they are made to take rough usage. They are places where children can play and 
where hobbies and home-crafts may be pursued. Because of the emphasis placed on active living, the 
conventional living room is frequently rather small and much like a library. 

The striking beauty of contemporary decoration is not achieved by chance. It is obtained by a 
close adherence to the dictates of the background. We work with large balanced planes and sweeping 
lines for a feeling of spaciousness and placid dignity. All the elements that complete a room are logically 
correlated to one another and to the background. 

The affinity of furniture to architecture has become so strong that we see it reflected in the use of 
movable units. Smart divan arrangements may be continuous lounges that follow the structural lines of the 
walls. They may turn corners or curve in semi-circles. Heavy furniture is often solid in appearance and 
conveys an impression of growth from the floor. There is a definite architectural feeling in all groupings. 

It is entirely proper to combine traditional furniture styles with contemporary. It is often deliberately 
done by the best professionals. If a house has a flavor of the past the decoration may repeat the theme 
and be a nice blend of the old and the new. The lines of period furniture are thrown into bold relief by 
the simplicity of contemporary. 

Rooms should be clear pictures that express definite ideas. For this reason one should not mix styles 
indiscriminately. Give your rooms meaning and character. The most important thing to remember in 
combining styles and periods is the importance of scale. Scale means that the relative size of objects be 
in good proportion. Eighteenth century styles scale well with our rooms and are very popular today. 
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A room may be planned before any furniture is purchased. This is done by making a duplicate of 
the floor plan on prepared scale paper. One half-inch to the foot is a good size to use. Block off the 
dimensions of the room on the paper and show all the structural openings. If space must be allowed for 
the swing of a door it should be indicated. Then cut little templates of correct size from light cardboard 
to indicate the furniture you intend to use. Arrange the cardboard patterns on the floor plan for the best 
effect they offer. If the contemplated arrangement proves unsatisfactory it may be discarded and another 
substituted. You will have fun acquainting yourself with the possibilities of your rooms, and you will 
find it more economical to destroy a piece of cardboard than to be burdened with an undesirable article 


-of furniture. 


Interior decoration is influenced by fashion and by style. There is a difference between the two: 
Fashion is superficial and transitory; while style is a fundamental movement that affects design at its very 
source. We are in the throes of such a movement at the present time, and it has resulted in changes in the 
basic principles of home construction. Windows have been radically altered, and we find them larger and 
more important than they ever were in the past. Many of the new houses have whole walls of glass facing 
south that are designed to augment the heating system. They flood our rooms with an even flow of light, 


"and their very size and power gives them an impressive beauty. 


Good decoration never contradicts a strong and authentic statement made by the architecture. When 
fabric is hung at these large windows it is primarily an aid to their proper function. Its decorative pur- 
pose, though important, is secondary. The function of curtaining is to temper light and to provide privacy. 
Curtains used to treat a solar window should be equal to their duty. They should be opaque and full 
enough to draw across the entire width of the window. 

Sincerity makes for real beauty, and contemporary windows should be treated very simply. Drapes 
should hang in soft ample folds, and it is generally preferable to have them reach the floor. Headings 
should be simple, either pleated or gathered, according to the material used. The volume of material 
necessary is, in itself, an assurance of beauty. The mass of soft fabric becomes a plane in the room and 
offers contrast to all the other surfaces. 

If a house is reminiscent in style it is permissible to hint at the past in the drapery treatment of the 
more conventional windows. But the feeling should be smart and restrained rather than imitative. Re- 


member that all fine interiors reflect the spirit of our own age in their clarity and decisiveness. Drapery is. 


vitally important in the play of color in a room. A patterned drape will contribute action in ratio to the 
strength of the design and the amount of material employed. 

It is necessary that any material used be able to withstand the sun. It is often desirable that drapes be 
inter-lined with cotton flannel as a protection. This inter-lining also gives a graceful appearance of full- 
ness to the finished drape. It is easy to see that the amount of material us¢d may acquire great cumulative 
weight and that good support must be provided for the track. 

Color is the vitalizing force that puts life into our rooms. It creates avery strong impression because 
every color produces a definite emotional reaction. The three primaries are red, yellow, and blue. Red is 
exciting and attention-getting. Yellow is cheerful and gay. Blue is peaceful, spiritual, and delicate. A 
secondary color is a combination of two primaries and partakes the characteristics of both of them, in- 
clining to the dominant primary. It is interesting to note that secondary color directly opposes that primary 
which is not included in its composition. They are called complementary colors. The human eye is 
stimulated and fatigued by any color. When it becomes tired it finds relief in the complementary. 


























A concealed lavatory unit for bed rooms or study. 
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‘Built-in lavatory, linen storage, clothes hamper, vanity 
and magazine space in this bathroom unit. 





A multi-purpose decorative cabinet useful almost any- 
where in the home. 


Grey is not a true color. It is a mixture of black and white or, theoretically, of all primaries. Grey is 
negative and produces no emotional reaction. Actual colors affect each other when they are placed 
in juxtaposition. Their vibration is softened by bringing them toward grey or by making them lighter or 
darker than normal. The subject is fascinating but intricate. To say too much in a short space is only con- 
fusing. It is possible to lay down various rules in regard to color harmony, but it is better not to be too 
dogmatic. Color is always relative. When an actual problem is encountered theory is apt to be discarded. 

It is characteristic of present day design that a feeling of definite boundaries is avoided. Our back- 
grounds extend our rooms rather than limit them. One room should lead gently to the next without too 
much variation, and the colors should be related to the purpose and location of the room. Generally 
rooms that are sunny should have quiet backgrounds. As our rooms have a great deal of light the tendency 
is to make all of our backgrounds placid and spacious. The cool recessive colors, the greys, and the soft 
tones of natural wood surfaces are much used. Radiant heat makes many large surfaces into huge radiators, 
and dark colors have a tendency to absorb heat. Their use is not forbidden, but colors containing a large 
amount of white co-operate more efficiently with the heating system. 

Drabness is not compatible with the bright homes of today. We are becoming bolder in our use of 
color, and we enunciate our ideas more clearly than in the past. But strong contrasts should be used with 
deliberate judgment. They can be very tiring to live with constantly. Accent color should be distrib- 
uted about a room in combination with textures, for the sake of interest, balance, and unity. There are 
rooms that use a monotone scheme of low intensity in order to feature a play on surface textures. Pattern, 
when it is used, gives action and interest to a room. It should be harmonious in scale and spirit with the 
surface which it ornaments. Be judicious in selecting patterns and in combining them. They can be restless 
and confusing if they are not right. 

A fine room is a true work of art, and all art forms are related. It is enlightening to compare rooms to 
musical compositions: A living room may have the dignity and power of a symphony; a dining room may 
reflect the rhythmic beauty of a waltz. There are small rooms that have the gay charm of peasant dances 
and others as wistfully tender as love songs. But no matter what mood is expressed, there is always a 
theme, developed with rhythm and harmony. There should not always be a false note anywhere. It is 
to be regretted that many rooms, otherwise beautiful, are ruined by a faulty selection of accessories and 
a poor understanding of arrangement. ; 

Every item that is placed in a room should contribute to the design as a whole. Unnecessary clutter 
should be avoided. Lamps are important and they should be selected with care. It is well to have all 
lamps in a room of the same height for a restful horizontal line. 

Pictures that seem to be in lonely flight are a little unnerving to behold. Hang pictures in relation to 
a base in order that they may be part of a satisfying composition. They should conform in size to the wall 
space they occupy; they should compare in weight and importance to the object over which they hang. 
Group small pictures for real strength and significance. Rather than hang a number of small unrelated 
pictures, let a plain wall retain its peaceful dignity. 

Interior decoration is fun; we hope that we have helped you to understand some of its basic prin- 
ciples. As we have stated, it completes a design for living. Study the floor plans and the sketches of the 
new houses for a basic understanding of home design today. Every one of them is a source of inspiration. 
Convenience is our watchword, but we do not forego beauty. Graciousness and charm are necessary to 
happy living. We present the new houses—not as dreams for a nebulous tomorrow—but as actual homes 
for a bright today. We dedicate our house designs to better living for Americans. 











